
Human bone located in areas of high tourist activity  
in the Anzac area, Gallipoli  

 
Eric 
As you know, during my last two visits to Turkey and the Gallipoli battlefields this 
year I found on both occasions more human bone remains lying on the surface in 
areas of high tourist activity.  This has occurred since we and the ACNT raised our 
initial concerns with the Minister for Veteransô Affairs, Bruce Billson and the Shadow 
Minister, Alan Griffin last year.  
 
I would like this following report to be tabled at  the ACNT meeting 1 June 2008. 
 
Included is:  

¶ a second report dealing with further human remains found in the Anzac area 
in March 2008  

¶ an amendment to that report dealing with further finds in April 2008  

¶ ACNT letter to Minister Griffin regarding our concern s 

¶ A reply to the Griffin letter  

¶ The outline of a survey and management methodology that has been 
submitted to both the Ministers and to the Department of Veteransô Affairs 

 
 
Regards 
Peter 
 
Dr Peter Dowling  
Heritage Officer  
 
  



 
 

More Human Bone Located along Second Ridge Road, Anzac Area, 
Gallipoli Battlefield, Turkey.  

 
 

 
During a visit to the Anzac area, Gallipoli, in March 2008 I found two separate 
fragments of human skeletons in an area of high tourist activity  between Johnsonôs 
Jolly and Courtneyôs Post.  Both pieces were located on the surface of the road verge 
while walking along the  Second Ridge Road.  In this instance the bone pieces were 
from two individuals and were exposed on slopes forming the line of the former 
parapet of the Allied forward trench.  The bone pieces were located in the vicinity of 
Courtneyôs Post and near to previous find by me in 2007.   
 
The bones were identified by me as: 
 

- A portion of  upper jaw (maxilla) including teeth  and a portion of a limb bone 
(femur or tibia)  

- Located approximately 15 metres north of the entrance to Courtneyôs Post 
cemetery. 

- A brief examination of the maxilla revealed an un-erupted third molar and 
slight enamel wear on the cusps of the first and second molars.  These traits 
are consistent with a person aged between approximately 20 to 25 years. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- Portion of the hip  (sciatic - acetabulum ï lower iliac area) 
- Located approximately 30 metres south of the entrance to Courtneyôs Post 

cemetery. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
All pieces were clearly visible on the surface and appear to have been exposed by 
erosion (probably recent fluvial movement) of the former A llied parapet facing the 
Ottoman lines.  After a brief examination and photographing them the bones were 
buried where they were found and stones place on top of the excavation. 
 
These new finds along the Second Ridge Road between the Johnsonôs Jolly cemetery 
and the Courtneyôs Post Cemetery, together with the 2007 find in the same vicinity 
indicate that there is a high potential for further human bone exposure  along the 
Second Ridge Road.  This is not surprising as this area was for the nine months of the 
Gallipoli campaign the front line betwee n the Allied and Ottoman armies.  
 
These new finds, this time almost certainly from another two individuals, increases 
the previously stated Trust's concerns over the preservation and management of the 
unrecovered remains of soldiers.  There is a high probability that there are many 
more skeletal pieces lying immediately under the surface which are likely to erode 
out in the near future.  
 
The Second Ridge Road has been ear-marked for upgrading in the near future  as part 
of the Turkish Governmentôs programm e of road improvements in the Gallipoli 
battlefields.  The Trust considers it imperative that a programme o f management as 
outlined in our previous representations  be put in place to respectfully manage and 
conserve these remains. 
 
 
Dr Peter Dowling  
Herita ge Officer  
National Trust of Australia (ACT)  
7 April 2008  



 



More skeletal finds at Gallipoli  
 
Following my M arch visit to the Anzac area I returned again between April 22 -25, 
2008.  I was acting as a historian for a group of sixty people visiting the area prior to , 
and for, the Anzac Day ceremonies.   
 
On April 23 I took the group through the main areas of Anzac and again located 
further human bone (identified by me) from dif ferent individuals.  The first was a 
human humerus (upper arm) in the Anzac trenc h system of Lone Pine opposite the 
Johnsonôs Jolly cemetery.  The bone was lying on the surface on a shallow bed of pine 
needles.  I strongly suspect that this bone had been picked up elsewhere and for some 
reason placed in this position.  As I was with a large group I asked two Australian 
Army Warrant Officers who were in the group to quietly and with dignity rebury the 
remains nearby.  No photograph was taken of this bone. 
 
A second find was discovered on 24 April by a member of my group who was walking 
up Artillery Road  from the beach area.  This bone was a section of lower arm.   He 
found it lying on the side of the unsealed road quite visible to anyone walking.  This 
bone may have eroded from the high bank bordering the road or may have been 
dislodged by recent road grading.  The location was approximately 25o metres west 
from the junction of Artillery Road and Second Ridge Road.  The finder asked if he 
could quietly re-bury the bone by himself.  I allowed him to do so. 
 
Artillery Road is commonly used by vehicle and pedestrian traffic as a access route 
from the beach area to Lone Pine and the Second Ridge areas.  The day following the 
discovery approximately 10,000 people who had attended the dawn service walked 
up this road from the beach area to attend further ceremonies at Lone Pine and 
Chunuk Bair.  
 
 
I am strongly of the opinion that the National Trust should continue to pursue this 
issue of human bone eroding to the surface in areas of high tourist activity.  The 
recent reply we have received from our letter (dated 23 February 2008)  from the 
Minister for Veteransô Affairs I find unsatisfactory in being assured that appropriate 
management actions will be put in place. 
 
Dr Peter Dowling  
Heritage Officer  
National  Trust of Australia (ACT)  
28 May  2008  



The Hon. Alan Griffin MP 

aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ  

House of Representatives 

Parliament House 

PO Box 6022 

Canberra ACT 2600 

 

 

Dear Mr Griffin 

Between July and September 2007 the National Trust of Australia made several representations to 

ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ Iƻƴ aǊ .ǊǳŎŜ .ƛƭƭǎƻƴ atΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ƘŀŘƻǿ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΩ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

management of the Anzac battlefield on the Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey. 

 

In these representations we expressed our main concern over the exposure and lack of management 

of human bone remains in areas of high tourist and vehicle activity.  The National Trust is aware that 

exposure of human bone throughout the Anzac area is not uncommon.  In most cases, particularly in 

areas of low tourist activity, we have been informed that the management policy has generally been 

to let nature take its course without any other disturbances.   We agree that this is for the present a 

reasonable course to take.   

 

However, the Trust is concerned about human bone and bone fragments being exposed in areas of 

high tourist activity, particularly on the edges of busy roadways through the area such as Beach Road 

(between Shell Green and No2 Outpost), and Ridge Road (between Lone Pine Memorial to the 

junction of Gun Ridge Road above Baby 700).  At our meeting with Mr Billson we presented a paper 

(Survey to Detect & Manage Exposed Human Bone in High Tourist Impact Areas of Anzac, Gallipoli 

Peninsula) which outlined our concerns and suggested a methodology for mitigation.  A copy of this 

paper is included. 

 

During our representation to Mr Billson we also asked about the current progress of the proposed 

joint historical and archaeological survey which resulted from the 2005 Senate Inquiry (Australian 

Senate (Finance and Public Administration Committee, Inquiry into matters relating to the Gallipoli 

Peninsula).  We were advised that negotiations with Turkish authorities were in progress and that 

the joint survey would be starting by the end of 2007. 



 

Could you inform the National Trust on: 

1. What consideration and/or action has been taken regarding our survey paper? 
2. What is the current situation and progress of the joint historical and archaeological survey? 
3. Can you supply the National Trust with the details of the joint survey methodology? 
4. If the joint survey has commenced, what recommendations/actions have been made 

regarding the conservation of human bone in the areas of high tourist activity? 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

The Hon. Pat Comben AM 

Chair 

Australian Council of National Trusts 



  



Survey to Detect & Manage Exposed Human Bone in High Tourist Impact 

Areas of Anzac, Gallipoli Peninsula. 

 

 

National Trust of Australia (ACT) 

August 2007 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This paper outlines a survey methodology to detect and manage exposed human bone visible on the 

surface in specific areas noted for high tourist visitation and impact in the Anzac area of the Gallipoli 

Peninsula, Turkey. 

 

BACKGROUND 

The problem 

During visits to the Anzac area in 2003, 2005 and 2007 the National Trust (ACT) Heritage Office, Dr 

Peter Dowling, detected human remains in areas which are highly frequented by tourists.  Dr 

Dowling is an archaeologist and biological anthropologist with experience in human skeletal 

anatomy and in particular with bone in archaeological contexts. 

 

In 2003 an almost complete human femur (thigh bone) was found above Anzac Cove lying on the 

side of the ride directly opposite the Anzac Cove marker.  This bone had most likely eroded to the 

surface from a site on the slope above the road and had fallen down the cliff face.  An examination 

of the bone on site by Dr Dowling and an accompanying colleague showed that it belonged to a 

young male.  There were no signs of osteological changes, arthritic wear or trauma on the bone 

other than that which could be attributed to weathering due to surface exposure. 

 

Given the situation of this bone at Anzac Cove, it is highly likely that it is the remains of an Anzac 

soldier.  Immediately after this bone was found the Commonwealth War Graves office in Canakkale 

was contacted and advised of its situation.  This area overlooking Anzac Cove (5 metres from where 

the bone was found) is frequently visited everyday by tourists who, in most case, alight from vehicles 

to take photographs of the 1915 landing beach.  In April 2005 during the road works along the beach 

road the cliff face above Anzac Cove was cut back to widen the road corridor.  In doing so any 

further skeletal remains of this individual were most likely destroyed.  



 

On subsequent visits in 2005 and 2007 Dr Dowling found other fragments of human bone exposed 

on the surface in areas of high tourist visitation.  The latest find, 19 May 2007, was on the side of 

wƛŘƎŜ wƻŀŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻƴŜ tƛƴŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bŜƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ Ψbƻ-MaƴΩǎ-[ŀƴŘΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ !ƭƭƛŜŘ 

and Turkish trenches.  Two human bone pieces, a cervical vertebra and a section of frontal bone 

from around the eye socket, were found lying on an embankment bordering the road (within 1.5 

metres of the sealed road surface). There had been heavy rain during the previous night and these 

ōƻƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǳƴŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ŦƭǳǾƛŀƭ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜƳōŀƴƪƳŜƴǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅΩǎ 

ŀƴŘ {ǘŜŜƭΩǎ tƻǎǘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǇŀǊŀǇŜǘ ƻŦ ŀ ŦǊƻƴǘ-line trench 

on the Anzac side of the battle front.  The bone pieces could be either that of an Allied or Turkish 

soldier.  After discovery, both bone pieces were buried where they were found with as much dignity 

as could be attained. 

 

 

 

Human vertebra found at Anzac 2007 

 

 

Site of human bone on bank next to 

right foot of the left figure 

 

The Ridge Road is the main access and transit route for vehicles along the second ridge and is heavily 

impacted by tourist visits.  On any day, other than during the April 25 ceremonies, up to one 

hundred tourist coaches and many other private vehicles transit this road. During the 25 April 

ceremonies literally thousands of people visit this area on the day.  Many coaches pull up on the 

road verges to view the exposed tunnel and trench systems visible either side of the road.  Many 

other tourists walk along the road and/or walk through the remains of the Allied trench system. 


