Human bone located in areas of high tourist activity
in the Anzac area, Gallipoli

Eric

As you know, during my last two visits to Turkey and the Gallipoli battlefields this

year | found on both occasions more human bone remains lying on the surface in

areas of high tourist activity. This has occurred since we and the ACNT raised our

initial concerns with the Minister for Veter
Minister, Alan Griffin last year.

| would like this following report to be tabled at the ACNT meeting 1 June 2008.
Included is:

1 a second report dealing with further human remains found in the Anzac area
in March 2008

1 an amendment to that report dealing with further finds in April 2008
1 ACNT letter to Minister Griffin regarding our concern s
1 Areply to the Griffin letter
1 The outline of a survey and management methodology that has been
submitted to both the Ministers and to th
Regards
Peter

Dr Peter Dowling
Heritage Officer



More Human Bone Located along Second Ridge Road, Anzac Area,
Gallipoli Battlefield, Turkey.

During a visit to the Anzac area, Gallipoli, in March 2008 | found two separate

fragments of human skeletons in an area of high tourist activity b et ween dohnsoné
Jol Iy and Co Bathtpieceywiere lodatedsntthe surface of the road verge

while walking along the Second Ridge Road. Inthis instance the bone pieceswere

from two individuals and were exposed on slopes forming the line of the former

parapet of the Allied forward trench. The bone pieces were located in the vicinity of

Courtney® Post andnear to previous find by me in 2007.

The bones were identified by me as:

- A portion of upper jaw (maxilla) including teeth and a portion of a limb bone
(femur or tibia)
- Located approximately 15 metresnorthof t he entrance to Cour
cemetery.
- A brief examination of the maxilla revealed an un-erupted third molar and
slight enamel wear on the cusps of the first and second molars. These traits
are consistent with a person aged between approximately 20 to 25 years.




- Portion of the hip (sciatic - acetabulumi lower iliac area)
- Located approximately 30 metres south of
cemetery.

All pieces wereclearly visible on the surface and appear to have been exposed by
erosion (probably recent fluvial movement) of the former A llied parapet facing the
Ottoman lines. After a brief examination and photographing them the bones were
buried where they were found and stones place on top of the excavation.

These new finds along the Second Ridge
and the Courthn ey 6 s P o s ttog&hemméhtthee 2007 find in the same vicinity
indicate that there is a high potential for further human bone exposure along the
Second Ridge Road This is not surprising as this area was for the nine months of the
Gallipoli campaign the front line betwee n the Allied and Ottoman armies.

These new finds, this time almost certainly from another two individuals, increases
the previously stated Trust's concerns over the preservation and management of the
unrecovered remains of soldiers. There is a high probability that there are many
more skeletal pieces lying immediately under the surface which are likely to erode
out in the near future.

The Second Ridge Road has been eamarked for upgrading in the near future as part
of the Turkish Go v e r n npeograming of road improvements in the Gallipoli
battlefields. The Trust considers it imperative that a programme o f management as
outlined in our previous representations be put in place to respectfully manage and
conserve these remains.

Dr Peter Dowling

Herita ge Officer

National Trust of Australia (ACT)
7 April 2008

Road






More skeletal finds at Gallipoli

Following my M arch visit to the Anzac area | returned again between April 22 -25,
2008. | was acting as a historian for a group of sixty people visiting the areaprior to,
and for, the Anzac Day ceremonies.

On April 23 | took the group through the main areas of Anzac and again located

further human bone (identified by me) from dif ferent individuals. The first was a
human humerus (upper arm) in the Anzac trenc h system of Lone Pine opposite the
Johnsonodés Jolly cemetery. The bone was
needles. | strongly suspect that this bone had been picked up elsewhere and for some
reason placed in this position. As | was with alarge group | asked two Australian

Army Warrant Officers who were in the group to quietly and with dignity rebury the
remains nearby. No photograph was taken of this bone.

A second find was discoveredon 24 April by a member of my group who was walking
up Artillery Road from the beach area This bone was a section of lower arm He
found it lying on the side of the unsealed road quite visible to anyone walking. This
bone may have eroded from the high bank bordering the road or may have been
dislodged by recent road grading. The location was approximately 250 metreswest
from the junction of Artillery Road and Second Ridge Road. The finder asked if he
could quietly re-bury the bone by himself. | allowed him to do so.

Artillery Road is commonly used by vehicle and pedestrian traffic as a access route
from the beach area to Lone Pine and the Second Ridge areas. The day following the
discovery approximately 10,000 people who had attended the dawn service walked
up this road from the beach area to attend further ceremonies at Lone Pine and
Chunuk Bair.

| am strongly of the opinion that the National Trust should continue to pursue this
issue of human bone eroding to the surface in areas of high tourist activity. The
recent reply we have received from our letter (dated 23 February 2008) from the

y i

n

Mi ni ster for Veteranso6 Affairs | find unsat.

management actions will be put in place.

Dr Peter Dowling

Heritage Officer

National Trust of Australia (ACT)
28 May 2008



The Hon Alan Griffin MP
aAYAAGSNI F2NJ SGSNIryaQ ! FFIF ANA
House of Representatives

Parliament House

PO Box 6022

Canberra ACT 2600

Dear Mr Griffin

Between July and September 2007 the National Trust of Australia nexdeas representations to

GKS FT2NXYSNI aAyAadSNI F2NJ +SGSNIyaQ ! FFILANRET GKS |
@2dz ra GKS {KIFIR2¢ aAyAadSNI F2NJ +SGSNIryaQ ! FFI ANE
management of the Anzac battlefiebn the Gallipoli Peninsula, Turkey.

In these representations we expressed our main concern over the exposure and lack of management
of human bone remains in areas of high tourist and vehicle activity. The National Trust is aware that
exposure of humamone throughout the Anzac area is not uncommon. In most cases, particularly in
areas of low tourist activity, we have been informed that the management policy has generally been
to let nature take its course without any other disturbances. We agreethists for the present a
reasonable course to take.

However, the Trust is concerned about human bone and bone fragments being exposed in areas of
high tourist activity, particularly on the edges of busy roadways through the area such as Beach Road
(between Shell Green and No2 Outpost), and Ridge Road (between Lone Pine Memorial to the
junction of Gun Ridge Road above Baby 700). At our meeting with Mr Billson we presented a paper
(Survey to Detect & Manage Exposed Human Bone in High Tourist Impacbfeaac, Gallipoli
Peninsulayvhich outlined our concerns and suggested a methodology for mitigation. A copy of this
paper is included.

During our representation to Mr Billson we also asked about the current progress of the proposed
joint historical and archaeological survey which resulted from the 2005 Senate Inquiry (Australian
Senate (Finance and Public Administration Committegiryinto matters relating to the Gallipoli
Peninsuljx We were advised that negotiations with Turkish authorities were in progress and that
the joint survey would be starting by the end of 2007.



Could you inform the National Trust on:

What consideratiorand/or action has been taken regarding our survey paper?

What is the current situation and progress of the joint historical and archaeological survey?
Can you supply the National Trust with the details of the joint survey methodology?

If the joint survey s commenced, what recommendations/actions have been made
regarding the conservation of human bone in the areas of high tourist activity?

el SN

Yours sincerely

The Hon. Pat Comben AM
Chair

Australian Council of National Trusts
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7/“\\" The Hon Alan Griffin P
Minister for Veterans' Affaiis
(% Federal Member for Bruce

The HonPatrick Comben
Chairman
Jossralian Council of National Trusts

Tear Mr Comben

Thank you for your letter of 23 February 2008 concerning ‘e Anzac area on the Gallipoli
Peninsula, Turkey. I apologise for the delay in replying.

T zan assure you that the Australian Government continues to support the conservation and
management of the Anzac area in the Gallipoli Historical ational Park. The Australian
Embassy in Apkara continues to convey our support for th :se meagures and I have raised
these matters with the Turkish Ambassador to Australia.

While we were hopeful that the proposed joint historical, i :cluding archaeological aspects,
study of the Anzac area would be underway by now, 1 app -eciate that the issues are sensitive
and complex and that there are many parties with an intere st in the proposed study.

Thank you for the paper enclosed with your letter. I have 10ted its recomumendations and
asked my Department to ensure that it is taken into consid >ration as part of the study. It is not
possible to proceed with the surveys that you suggest inde pendently of the proposed study or
without the same support and approvals from Turkish aut] orities that the study will require.
My contact officer is Ms Kerry Blackburn, General Mana xer Commemorations and War
Graves Division, who will keep you informed of any deve lopments.

You also raised the issue of management of human remai 18 found in the area. The
Commonwealth War Graves Commission guidelines conf mue to provide advice on the
appropriate manner in which to deal with bone finds. 1 ar1advised that where human remains
are found they are being managed in accordance with the guidelines,

Thank you for writing to me on this matter. 1 appreciate * he Australian Council of National
Trusts’ views and suggestions in relation to an atea that i:. part of the national identity of
Tutkey, Australia and New Zealand.

Yours sincerely,

Alan Griffin
9 8 MAY 2008 |

A

Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600
Tel: (02) 6277 7820 Fax: (02) 6273 4140
alan.griffin.mp@aph.gc v.au



Survey to Detect & Managexaosed Human Bone in High Tourist Impact
Areas of Anzac, Gallipoli Peninsula.

National Trust of Australia (ACT)

August 2007

INTRODUCTION

This paper outlines a survey methodology to detect and manage exposed human bone visible on the
surface in specifiareas noted for high tourist visitation and impact in the Anzac area of the Gallipoli
Peninsula, Turkey.

BACKGROUND
The problem

During visits to the Anzac area in 2003, 2005 and 2007 the National Trust (ACT) Heritage Office, Dr
Peter Dowling, detecteluman remains in areas which are highly frequented by tourists. Dr

Dowling is an archaeologist and biological anthropologist with experience in human skeletal
anatomy and in particular with bone in archaeological contexts.

In 2003 an almost complete humdemur (thigh bone) was found above Anzac Cove lying on the
side of the ride directly opposite the Anzac Cove marker. This bone had most likely eroded to the
surface from a site on the slope above the road and had fallen down the cliff face. An examinat
of the bone on site by Dr Dowling and an accompanying collesigmeed that it belonged to a

young male. There were no signs of osteological changes, arthritic wear or trautma loone

other than that which could be attributed to weathering due to surface exposure.

Given the situation of this bone at Anzac Cove, it is highly likely that it is the remains of an Anzac
soldier. Immediately after this bone was found the Commontiealar Graves office in Canakkale

was contacted and advised of its situation. This area overlooking Anzac Cove (5 metres from where
the bone was found) is frequently visited everyday by tourists who, in most case, alight from vehicles
to take photograph®f the 1915 landing beach. In April 2005 during the nevadks along the beach
roadthe cliff face above Anzac Cove was cut back to widen the road corridor. In doing so any
further skeletal remains of this individual were most likely destroyed.



On subsquent visits in 2005 and 2007 Dr Dowling found other fragments of human bone exposed

on the surface in areas of high tourist visitation. The latest find, 19 May 2007, was on the side of
WAR3IS w2l R gKAOK Nizya FNBY [-Nay gatyARLS o000 6iSKSS, bix(S
and Turkish trenches. Two human bone pieces, a cervical vertebra and a section of frontal bone

from around the eye socket, were found lying on an embankment bordering the road (within 1.5

metres of the sealed road surface).€Fé had been heavy rain during the previous night and these

02ySa 6SNB Y2ald tA1Ste& dzyO20SNBR o0& Ffdz@Alf SNR3
FYR {(SSftQa t2ai>x 6KSNB (G(KS 062y Sa ¢ SimBengh2dzy R 02
on the Anzac side of the battle front. The bone pieces could be either that of an Allied or Turkish

soldier. After discovery, both bone pieces were buried where they were found with as much dignity

as could be attained.

Human vertebra found at Anza&007

Site of human bone on bank next to
right foot of the left figure

The Ridge Road is the main access and transit route for vehicles along the second ridge and is heavily
impacted by tourist visits. On any day, other than during the April 25 cer@soup to one

hundred tourist coaches and many other private vehicles transit this road. During the 25 April
ceremonies literally thousands of people visit this area on the day. Many coaches pull up on the

road verges to view the exposed tunnel and tthrsystems visible either side of the road. Many

other tourists walk along the road and/or walk through the remains of the Allied trench system.



